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The author, Abul Hasan Ali Hasani Nadwi, has a compiled a short, yet entertaining,
book regarding some Prophets. He discusses Prophets, Ibrahim, Yusuf, Nuh, Hud,
Saleh, Musa, Shuaib, Dawood, Suleiman, Ayub, Yunus, Zakariya, Isa and Muhammad
(May Almighty Allah send blessings on all the Prophets).
In Part one, the stories of Ibrahim and Yusuf are compiled, in part two the stories of
Nuh, Hud and Saleh are compiled, in part three the story of Musa is compiled (divided
into two sections). The author completed the first three parts in 1946AH. Thereafter,
after a thirty year gap, where he was unable to continue with the series due to other
responsibilities, he was given divine ability in completing the beneficial series by
completing part four and five. In part four the stories of Shuaib, Dawood, Suleiman,
Ayub, Yunus, Zakariya and Isa are compiled and in part five the seerah of the Prophet
Muhammad is discussed. Jamiatul Ilm Wal Huda has already published a volume
consisting of the first four parts; with the grace of Almighty Allah this volume is the final
part (the seerahy, hence, completing the full series.
The author originally wrote this book for his nephew, namely Muhammad. His nephew
had just started to study the Arabic language, as it is the language of the Qur’an and
prophetic teachings. Very soon, the nephew became enthusiastic regarding the Arabic
language and had a passion for reading Arabic stories. However, the author was
concerned regarding the passion of the nephew, he was worried the nephew will use
this exuberance and spirit in reading novels that will be of little benefit, therefore, he
compiled stories of certain Prophets that a beginner student of the Arabic language will
benefit from, both, in terms of the Arabic learning and also will feel a thrill and
excitement from the stories.
In this edition, along with the Arabic text of the author, the words have been added in a
tabular form with the Urdu and English meanings, benefitting both audiences alike. The
first table covers the basic, constantly occurring words within the Arabic language.
Thereafter, all the other words of each chapter are mentioned before the text of the
relevant chapter. Furthermore, once a word has been mentioned in a table, it will not
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re-appear in any later tables. Overall, the first volume had a total of 2596 Arabic
words with meanings mentioned, this volume has a further 1334 Arabic words
with meanings; therefore, in total a person who reads the full series (five parts)
will have learnt 3930 words.

In addition to the original work, in this edition approximately 40 sides of information
regarding seerah has been added for the benefit of the English readers.

May Almighty Allah make the book of the author and the addition of the words,
meanings and additional seerah notes beneficial for the society and generations, may He
make it a means of making the studying of the Qur’an and prophetic narrations easier for

learners. Ameen.

Muawiyah Ibn (Muftiy Abdus-Samad Ahmed
Graduate of Jamiatul Ilm Wal Huda (Blackburn, UK,
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! The Arabian Peninsula dating back to 570 CE was a land known for its intense heat and humidity, its
craggy mountains, rocky hills, burning desert sands and occasional oases and wells from occasional
torrential rains; this land lacked rivers and lakes. People would come and reside around the oases and
establish life there; indeed life in Arabia was living on the verge of famine, drought, and death. The
crime was on the peak, survival of the fittest was taken literally, no government, no law, no rules,
families would fight for the protection of their tribe; tribal wars was a constant occurrence. To the
north of the Arabian peninsula was the Byzantine Roman Empire, whose religion was Christianity and
their cultural living was like the Greek ruled the Levantine cities and Egypt. This rule combined with
the Persian Sasanian Empire that ruled Iraq and Iran, along with many other lands of the Christians,
Jews and Buddhists; hence, the Persian leader was referred to as the ‘King of kings’. He used to wear a
gold crown so heavy that it had to be suspended to the ceiling by a thin cord. To the south of Hijaz
was Yeman, known for its cool mountains, cultivated hillsides, and myrrh crops; a result of the daily
sustained rain on the land of Yemen; constantly battle would occur between the two great powers of
the time, the Byzantine Roman Empire and the Persian Sasanian Empire in controlling this precious
land of Yemen. It seems all around the Arabian peninsula, everything was ruled and battles and wars
would decide who ruled them, yet it was only the barren lands of Arabia that nobody wanted to rule,
as the land yielding no benefits in terms of crops and living, and worst the people of Arabia were
known for their ‘ignorance’, a group that were almost impossible to control. The Arabian lands had a
tew Jewish tribes that generally ruled, a tew Christians and Zoroastrians; however, in Makkah it was
the haven for polytheists who were busy asking their idols for protection against the attacks of invaders,
and for the food of life. However, it was these sacred lands, wherein Prophet Ibrahim (May peace be
upon himy built ‘the first House (of worshipy established tor mankind’ (Quran 3:96), these foundations
laid by Prophet Ibrahim remained in the hearts of some noble individuals, even many from the
polytheists believed in ‘one Allah’, however, were led into believing of the associates from whom they
used to ask for the rain, help, food, assistance, etc. If an individual was known to only believe in one
Allah, then he would be exiled from Makkah and forced to wander Arabia until he met his death.
Hence, generally the monotheism taught by Prophet Ibrahim had now totally changed, now it was one
great Allah, with many ‘lesser gods’ that were erected in the forms of statues and stones. Polytheism
spread throughout the Arabian peninsula as the residents of Makkah. Whenever a Makkan would travel
he would carry this statue and stone with them, seeking protection in them; soon every house in Hijaz
had its own personal god erected in the homes. Many individuals would bring back stones from their
travels and erect them in Makkah, including within the proximity of the ‘house (of worshipy established
tor mankind’; from amongst these idols was Hubal that was brought back from Syria by a Makkan. The
Arabians during this era were known for two extremes, their jahiliyyah dgnorancey and their Ailm
¢sound reasoning), and they would pride themselves upon these two qualities. It was almost impossible
to control or rule the Arabians during the Ayyam al-Jahiliyyah (days of ignorance). Matters took a turn
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for the worst when the Christians that ruled Yemen under the Ethiopian government decided to make
their own place of pilgrimage in Sana’a, Yemen. An individual from Quraish saw this as a direct
challenge to devalue the Arabs even more, as their only honour was that they were host to the ‘house
of worship’ and people of all religions would come to the Ka’bah, Makkah for pilgrimage. The
Qurayshi went to Yemen, and defecated within the church made in Yemen for pilgrimage. The
Governor of Yemen was incensed by this action and prepared war on Arabia, an incident recorded in
the books of History as the ‘story of the Elephants.’
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