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Introduction

About the Author

ORI N T
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Full name Abdul Rahman Ra’fat al-Pasha

Date of birth April 4, 1920 (Ramadhan 17, 1338,

Place of birth Ariha, (northerny Syria, Idlib Governorate
Date of death 18 July, 1986 (Dhul al-Qa’dah 12, 1406,

Place of death Istanbul, Turkey
Age 66 years

‘ Historian, Islamic scholar and author of many books and
Key attributes _ .
supervisor of many projects.

Education

Abdul Rahman Ra’fat al-Pasha received his early education in his home city of Ariha, northemn Syria.
He later attended advanced studies in one of the oldest Islamic educational schools in Halab (currently
known as Aleppo), the Khusruwiyah Mosque. This mosque was commissioned by Khuraw Pasha
whilst he was the governor of Aleppo under Sultan Suleiman I. Unfortunately the site was badly
damaged (almost destroyedy during the 2014 battles in the state of Aleppo. This mosque was designed
like the ancient schools, which would consist of the mosque, the madrasah (schooly, kitchen etc. for
living.

After seeking his secondary education in Syria, Abdul Rahman Ra’fat al-Pasha had the zeal to enhance
his knowledge and gain university studies. He travelled to Egypt and enrolled onto the faculty of ad-
Din (religion) at the prestigious university in Egypt, Jamiah al-Azhar as-Sharif (al-Azhar University), he

secured the highest of certificates from al-Azhar.
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In addition to this, he secured the academic degree known as licentitate in Arabic literature from the
King Fuad University I (1940-1952), which is currently known as Cairo University. He also went onto
securing a Master’s degree and a Doctorate from the Cairo University.

Teaching & Later Life

Upon his retrun from studying, Abdul Rahman Ra’fat al-Pasha was soon appointed as a teacher in
Syria. Later he was promoted to Senior Inspector of Arabic language, and then manager of the
Zahiriyyah library, Damascus. He was also appointed as a visiting professor at the Damascus University,
Syria. In 1964, Abdul Rahman Ra’fat al-Pasha visited Hejaz, Saudi Arabia. During his visit to Arabia,
he was given the opportunity to work as a Professor at the Imam Muhammad bin Saud Islamic
University in Riyadh. After accepting this post, he remained there for the majority of his remaining
life. He was the head of Arabic Critic department and the publications department. Along with this, he

was a major member of the Literacy Academy at the same university.

Achievements & Writings

Abdul Rahman Ra’fat al-Pasha was known as a prolific writer who authored many books during his
lifetime, rendered numerous recorded speeches, and compiled many seminar papers.

Abdul Rahman Ra’fat al-Pasha dedicated his life to the language of the Qur’an, he had a great passion
in the language of the Qur’an and pre-Islamic Arabic. He would write books and articles of stories of
the past in eloquent Arabic, mixing in the deep historical meanings of the words with modern Arabic
expressions. From amongst his famous writings, some are:

- Suwar min Hayat as-Sahabah (sl 3> o4 ,40) Which iIs available in two volumes, over 1000
sides. He has compiled short stories of 108 Sahabah (Companions of Prophet Muahammad o)
within this book. This book was originally part of a series of 14 books which were later
combined into two large volumes.

- Suwar min Hayat at-Tabi’een (ouml sb> o0 ,5e) Which is available in one volume, over 500 sides.
He has compiled short stories of 37 Tabi’een (Followers of the Companions of Prophet
Muhammad © ) within this book.

- Suwar min Hayat as-Sahabiyyaat (cll>uall sl o 4s.2) Which is available in one volume, over 100
sides. He has compiled short stories of 8 Sahabiyyaat (female Companions of Prophet
Muhammad oy within this book.

Many of the above books gained great acceptance and even became part of many school curriculums.
Many of his books have been translated into English, Urdu, French, Persian, Turkish, Gujrati, Bengali,
Tamil, Malaysian and other international languages.

He also became a supervisor of the Encyclopedfa of Islamic Dawah Literature (@zsuyi ssedi sl 2eguye in

Riyadh; six major books were compiled under his supervision:
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- kel claldly 5 ae 3 MYl seull e (poetry in the Prophetic and Rashidun periody,
= @l anlt 3 Yl sl ab (poetry in the Umayyad periody,
- Y bl el 3 Sl spell i (poOetry in the Abbasid period, part one),
- QW bl a3 LY yeall 2 (poetry in the Abbasid period, part twoy,
= & bl aall (3 2Oyl Byell ai (poetry in the Abbasid period, part three),

— b gLl Syl age 3 LY awill (Islamic stories in the Prophetic and Rashidun period.

Shaykh Abul Hasan Nadwi praised Doctor Abdul Rahman al-Pasha at great lengths, suggesting he
formulated modern Arabic literacy whilst his stay at Riyadh Islamic University.

He was appointed vice-chairman of the rabitah al-Adab al-Islamiyyah al- ‘Alamiyyah

(Gl LY Y akyy) in Lucknow, the chairman of which was Shaykh Abul Hasan Nadwi.

Death
On the 18™ July 1986 (12 Dhul al-Qa’dah, 1406 AH) at the age of 66, on the sacred day of Jumuah,
Abdul Rahman al-Pasha departed this world; leaving behind many of his works and articles for

generations to follow.

Muawiyah Ibn (Mufti) Abdus-Samad Ahmed

Graduate of Jamiatul Ilm Wal Huda (Blackburn, UK,
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About the Book
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The author, Abdul Rahman Ra’fat al-Pasha, has a compiled a short, yet entertaining, book regarding
some female Companions. He discusses eight female Companions, Haleemah as-Sa’diyyah, Safiyyah
bint ‘Abdul Muttalib, Fatimah az-Zahra, Asma’ bint Abu Bakr, Nusaybah bint K’ab, Ramlah bint Abu
Sufyan, Rumaysaa (Gumaysaay bint Milhan and Umm Salamah (May Almighty Allah be pleased with
all of them). Each story is approximately seven sides long, written in a continous style with formal
Arabic language and famous expressions. It is a brilliant book for a person who intends to leamn the
lifestyle of the eight female Companions, along with an individual studying the Arabic language; with
intermediate to higher level Arabic chosen by the writer. This book, along with his compilations of

male Companions and Followers has gained great acceptance in the Arab and non-Arab world, many

institutes teaching these books as part of their Arabic/Islamic curriculum.

Within this edition, alongside the Arabic text of the author, the words have been added in a tabular
form with the Urdu and English meanings, benefitting both audience alike; with the words of each
chapter are mentioned before the text of the relevant chapter. Finally, at the end of each story a few
brief sides have been added regarding the female Companion in English. Overall, in total there are

1264 Arabic words with meanings mentioned.

May The Almighty Allah make the book and the English additions (notes, words and meanings)
beneficial for the community and generations, may He make it a means of making the studying of the

Qur’an and Sunnah easier for learners. Ameen.

Muawiyah Ibn (Muftiy Abdus-Samad Ahmed

Graduate of Jamiatul Ilm Wal Huda (Blackburn, UK,
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